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August 30, 2019 

 

Senator Martha McSally 

2201 E. Camelback Rd. Suite 115 

Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Dear Senator, 

“The time is always right to do what is right,” Martin Luther King Jr. 

This letter is an URGENT request for the intervention of the United States of America in the current 

animosity between Vietnam and China regarding the Vanguard Bank. On July 3rd, 2019 the Haiyang 

Dizhi 8, a Chinese survey ship, entered the waters of the Vietnamese-controlled Vanguard Bank to 

survey the region. Although the ship left briefly, it has returned in recent days. The Vanguard Bank is 

an important economic zone with rich oil and gas reserves. The standoff between China and Vietnam 

shows that China is disregarding international law and is using coercion to claim the territory. The 

international law set by the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea established Vietnam’s 

exclusive economic zone of 200 nautical miles in which the Vanguard Bank is well within this 

region. The hostility is intensified with the presence of Haijing 3901, the largest coastguard vessels in 

the world equipped with a rapid-fire gun, two auxiliary guns, and two anti-aircraft machine guns. The 

presence of the vessel is a subliminal message of threat, a warning. China has always been undeterred 

by its unilateral approach against international laws. It has never failed to show dominance in the 

invasion of its smaller neighbors. 

We urge the United States to lend a hand as an ally in the regulation of the international law of the 

South China Sea. The Vietnamese Americans in Arizona and throughout the United States strongly 

believe that with the help of the United States, Vietnam will be another step closer to peace. Thank 

you for your time and attention. 

 Most respectfully, 

 

Phuong Nguyen, PharmD - Nguyễn Thị Đan Phượng 

President of the Vietnamese Community of Arizona 

 


